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Dec. 12 to Dec. 18 is the 
final exams for NECC’s 
fall semester 


Jan. 2, winter Interses- 
sion classes begin 


Jan. 4, last day to drop 
on-campus winter inter- 
session classes 


Jan. 7, last day to with- 
draw from online winter 
intersession classes 


Jan. 21, Martin Luther 
King Day, NECC closed 


Jan. 22, Winter Convo- 
cation at NECC 


Jan. 23, Spring semester 
classes begin 


Jan. 23, Spring semester 
add/drop period begins 


Jan. 29, from 11:30 am to 
1:30 pm, Stalking aware- 
ness information tables 
at Lawrence campus, 
El-Hefni (LC) building 


Jan. 29, from 11:30 am to 
1:30 pm, Stalking aware- 
ness information table at 
Haverhill campus, Spurk 
(C) Building 


Jan. 29, Free Farmer’s 
market on Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses 
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Late Knights 
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Students work on computers in the Haverhill campus library on Monday, Dec. 10. 


NECC students hunker down for final exams 


By LinpsEy Cove 
Correspondent 


Let’s face it, finals season kind 
of sucks. There’s nothing more 
uncomfortable than staying up all 
night with books piled on your 
lap, paper scatter across the floor, 
and your laptop hanging onto the 


| last of its battery life. Trying to 


cram all of the information that’s 
been preached at you and cre- 
ating acronyms that you think 
you'll remember for your exam, 
but another acronym is created 
just to remember the original ac- 
ronym. If only there was some 
kind of place where students 
could go where they could be 
allowed access to a quiet study 
place with computers and other 
students looking to do the same. 
Well, if this sounds like you, if a 
study session with your peers in a 
safe, quiet place is the first thing 
on your list this holiday season, 
the Late Knight Study Sesh might 
just be a season miracle. 

On Monday December 10 
and Tuesday December 11, lo- 
cations on both Haverhill and 


Study hard, ask questions, get organized, carry a 
rabbit’s foot... 


Lawrence Campus were open 
late, from 5pm - 10pm for any 
studying needs. To fuel students 
from late night hand cramps and 
strained eyes, these events were 
set to have free pizza, drinks, and 
coffee (only on December 10), as 
well as make your own trail mix, 
cereal, drinks, and coffee (on De- 
cember 11). 

According to the Fast Web, a 
program that helps college stu- 
dents with scholarships, the most 
successful study tips include; 
listening to music, creating your 
own study guide, attending every 
review session you can, taking 
breaks when needed, color cod- 
ing.your study guide or notes, 
and staying well rested. 

The most important thing to 
do while studying for finals is to 
make sure that you are in a good 
headspace. 


This includes getting a full 
night’s rest, eating healthy, and 
taking times to recognize your- 
self and how you’re feeling. 

The Late Knight Study Ses- 
sions were held at The Student 
Center and the Bentley Library in 
Haverhill and the El Hefni Main 
Lobby as well as the El Hefni 
computer lab, in Lawrence. 

It is also important to know 
that the bookstore carries a pleth- 
ora of supplies, whether it’s note- 
books, pens, or a student planner. 

The Haverhill bookstore will 
be open until Dec 21. It will then 
reopen Jan, 2. The Lawrence will 
be open Dec. 10-14 for buyback 
and rental check-in. 

Study hard, ask questions, get 
organized, carry a rabbit’s foot 
and remember to go easy on the 
coffee. 


Dec. 13th, 7 pm, 


Hartleb Tech Center, 
Haverhill campus 

NECC concert fea- 
turing the Northern 
Essex Community Col- 
lege Ensembles 


December 19 is the 
date for any make-ups 
of the Full-Fall Semes- 
ter Final Exams. 

December 21, all fall 
graduation _ petitions 
are due to the Regis- 
trar’s Office 


December 26th 
grades. academic sta- 
tus and GPA are due 
to be posted in NECC’s 
Self-Service System. 


Northern Essex 
Community — College 
will be closed from De- 
cember 24th through 
December 31st 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., 


978.556.3689 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobt 
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Learning to love the grind 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The end of the semester 
is here. After many sleepless 
nights, . last-minute scrambles 
and outstanding pieces of writ- 
ing and presentation, we can all 
take a deep breath. As the semes- 
ter ends, and the next one comes 
into focus, it’s time to rest, take 
stock, and prepare to overcome 
whatever challenges lay ahead i 
the next semester. In order to be- 
come as effective a possible, to 
be as much an asset to our own 
interests as possible, there is a 
single change that will make all 


the rest so much easier. 

Planning is only the first step, 
and overplanning can sometimes 
be more of a hindrance than help. 
As it has been said, no plan sur- 
vives contact with opposition. 
Staying on task and committing 
to meet deadlines is essential, 
but even with this done the work 
can wear even the hardest work- 
er down. The repetition of work, 
the process by which we find 
achievement has been dubbed 
“the grind,” with the understand- 
ing that it is a difficult and tiring 
endeavor. The single best way to 
overcome the grind is to love it, 

This is not just a platitude 
for motivational posters, to be 


——— =e 


To accept that some tasks and undertakings are go- 
ing to challenge us, and to begin to look for this chal- 
lenge and enjoy figuring out how to overcome it can 
completely flip our mental narrative. 
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posted in bold print over a pic- 
ture of a mountain. Instead, un- 
derstand that no matter the situa- 
tion that arises in front of you, it 
is an opportunity to overcome it 
and achieve a goal. A last minute 
assignment is a terrible thing to 
recieve, until it is accepted as a 
dare of sorts, as a way to prove 
one’s studiousness and versatility. 
Overcoming the problem, finish- 
ing the assignment, and receiving 
high marks stimulates the brain’s 
reward impulse, encouraging 
the development of studiousness 
and versatility. Even in the event 
the assignment is not finished in 
time, the downward push can ei- 
ther be seen as a crushing defeat, 
or an opportunity to improve and 
come back stronger for it. We al- 
ready seek challenge and success 
in our entertainment in the form 
of video games and other interac- 
tive media, and it is not a massive 
shift to apply the same mindset. 

I enjoy video games as much 
as the next twenty year old, and 
I know an avid player of a game 
like the Dark Souls franchise (in- 
famous for it’s overpowered ene- 
mies and difficult gameplay,) will 
say the difficulty is the whole 
idea of the game. To figure out 
the challenging opponents and 
perfecting a playstyle gives a 
sense of achievement and mas- 
tery. When inexperienced players 
complain how difficult it is, the 


Roaming Repo 
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tongue-in-cheek response from 
more seasoned players is short, 
not-so-sweet and to the point, 
“git gud.” 

Why do we not apply the same 
line of thinking to academics, or 
anything else? Taking up an in- 
strument, beginning a sport or a 
new job, all of these can become 
all the more fulfilling and enjoy- 
able from a change in perspec- 
tive. 

To accept that some tasks and 
undertakings are going to chal- 
lenge us, and to begin to look for 
this challenge and enjoy figur- 
ing out how to overcome it can 
completely flip our mental nar- 
rative. Viewing tough situations 
and failures as a challenge takes 
these difficulties from being an 
end to being a beginning. It is all 
too easy to become disheartened 
in the face of a failed paper or a 
bad day at work. It is healthy and 
okay to feel upset about some- 
thing like this, and to deal with it 
in our own ways. There is no one 
quick fix to make sure we never 
feel bad again. But to understand 
that situation as a chance to start 
again and do it right allows those 
feelings to fade and be replaced 
by a sense of purpose. 

This sense of purpose does 
not have to be where you wish 
to be in five years, that’s a quick 
way to overwhelm yourself and 
is far too much to be tackled all 


at once, especially in the mid- 
dle of a time of duress. Let the 
purpose be as simple as possible, 
to accomplish the present task, 
to the best of your ability. Once 
that task is done, to accomplish 
the next task to the best of your 
ability, and so on. 

There is nothing to be gained 
from checking out when things 
get difficult, in fact it almost 
guarantees the situation will get 
much worse. Misery loves com- 
pany, and shunning work or fall- 
ing behind will only make get- 
ting back up to speed that much 
harder. Addressing the problem 
as soon as possible, with a clear 
head and goal in mind, can be- 
come an automatic, conditioned 
response just as well as giving 
up can. Once this mindset be- 
comes ingrained, it will extend 
into other areas of life. Aristotle 
explains as much in his quote, 
“...Excellence, therefore, is not 
an act, but a habit.” 

The work may not get easier, 
the page counts are the same, the 
topics as challenging as ever. 
Readings, essays, speeches and 
experiments, let them come. 
Once we are equipped with the 
right mindset and some fore- 
thought, planning, and practice, 
pages are written and papers 
completed, experiments are suc- 
cessful and deadlines met with 
time to spare. 


rter will return next 
issue _ 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@nece.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
sociation, and the New England Press Association. 
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Friend shares fond memories of student 


By Japa RYAN 
Correspondent 


Editor’s note: Dec. 3 was 
the one-year anniversary of 
the death of 18-year-old Liza 
Ruiz, of Lawrence, who was a 
student in the Journalism/Com- 
munication program at North- 
ern Essex Community College. 

Her close friend, Jada 
Ryan, is a current student in 
the program and she shared 
this remembrance of Ruiz: 


Liza, Marielsy and Jada. 

The three of us were insepara- 
ble, we did everything together. 

We hung out _— every- 
day. Shopping, nails, _ hair, 
makeup, movies, anything. 

We were always  togeth- 
er. We ensured we had every 
single class together through- 
out high school and college. 

Liza has taught me so much 
through our 5 years of friendship, 
she taught me how to love myself 
and to never let anyone ever make 
me feel less than what I was. 

She always reminded me 
of what I deserved and what 
I meant to her and the world. 

She taught me a lot about 
clothes, thank god. I remember 
she started carrying purses, and 
I asked her “Liza, why do you 
have a purse, were teenagers, 
what could you possibly keep 
in there?” and she answered 
with “Bro, are you serious? 
These things are clutch, I keep 
perfume, lotion, hand sanitiz- 
er, extra makeup, my charger, 
my wallet, pens, anything I 
would need throughout the day.” 

Liza brought out a side of 
me I will never let go of. She 
brought out a very bubbly, out- 
going and confident side of 
me that I never knew I had. 

She always reminded me of 


my beauty, my humor and how 
genuinely nice she thought I 
was. She said to me “I don’t 
know why you're so shy, just 
be yourself with people.” 

Whether she realized it 
or not she really helped me 
become who I am_ today. 

Everyone always told 
us we were the  funni- 
est three people to hangout 
with when we were together. 

The way we spoke, the con- 
versations we had, our goofy 
dances and jokes we would 
make together not caring who 
was around, people loved what 
we brought out in each oth- 
er. It was us just being us. 

I was always told we were so 
much alike and we knew it too. 

I'll never forget Liza and 
Pll carry on her contagious 
energy she shared and the les- 
sons I have learned from her. 

Liza was my person, she knew 
exactly how I felt before I spoke. 

We always had something 
stupid going on, but we’d just 
sit together and say “wow this 
sucks” and laugh it off togeth- 
er because we had each other. 

She was that one person that 
I never got sick of. I’m going 
to miss having her in my life, I 
know it won’t be the same but 
I know she’s looking over me. 

She was the person that helped 
me through every decision to 
make, even if it was “which shoes 
should I wear with this outfit?” 

I’m just going to think about 
what Liza would say when I 
need help making a decision, 
or when I need her advice. 

I feel blessed to have known 
her, even more blessed to have 
had her by my side for so many 
years, blessed to have always 
been introduced as her “best- 


est friend ever” and blessed 
to have learned so much from 
such a bright and amazing soul. 

She truly was my _ soul 
sister. It was as if we 
were meant to be sisters. 

She made everyone around 
her light up. You could never 
be sad around her, she always 
knew the right things to say to 
reassure you that it'll get better. 

I wish we had gotten the 
chance to grow up with her, turn 
21 with her, see her have kids 
and do amazing things with her 
life because I know she would’ve 
done outstanding things. 

She would have really 
shown everyone who she was 
and her ambition to prosper. 

I wish she got to see me have 
my first kid, get my firsthouse, etc. 

She always said “I’m going 
to become famous and make 
you famous for being my best 
friend, so don’t worry about 
your career.” and we’d laugh. 

We were suppose to be- 
come adults drinking wine in 
the kitchen gossiping while 
our kids played together. 

I’m going to do everything we 
talked about doing with our fu- 
tures, without her now, but for her. 

I know’ she wouldn’t 
want anything less. 

I gained a guardian angel 
and it’s not the same as hav- 
ing my best friend by my side. 

She always watched out for 
me in this life and I know she will 
be doing from up above. If I was 
heaven I wouldn’t want to wait 
for such an amazing soul either. 

I wish she could see the 
progress I have made with- 
in myself and my _ life. 

Now, she _ belongs to 
the stars in the clouds. 


Liza Ruiz 


Courtesy photo 
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By Hers Linptveit 
Correspondent 


With the end of the semester 
coming to a close and the holi- 
days rolling in, it still surprises 
people just how stressful this 
time of year is. Yet there is a lot 
to appreciate about this time of 
year and ways to make it as stress 
free as possible. When asked 
what they do around this time of 
year, certain local folks had much 
to say on this topic. 

NECC student, Norman Be- 
raha, sees the holidays at the end 
of the semester as more of a re- 
lief rather than a reward. Since 


he is Jewish, Beraha celebrates 
Chanukah or Hanukkah as it’s 
also spelled. “[It’s] a celebra- 
tion of oil lasting long enough 
for more to be made, there’s a big 
ol pile of myths around it,” Be- 
raha explains, “but the upshot in 
the modern day is you celebrate 
it with lots of lights and fried 
food.” He also mentioned latkes 
and soufganiot, both fried foods 
eaten around the holidays. When 
asked if he has any advice for the 
end of the semester stresses, he 
says he isn’t really the expert, at 
first. However, Beraha finishes 
off with, “The semester isn’t over 
until the 17th; hang in there and 


get [stuff] done; [it] would suck 
for a good semester to crash right 
on the finishing line.” 

“The Holidays are the re- 
ward,” says local Methuen resi- 
dent, John Hayes, “I’m complete- 
ly exhausted!” Hayes celebrates 
Christmas around this holiday 
season and decorates a tree in 
all white lights. “We do the usu- 
al,” says Hayes, “...exchange 
gifts, and watch some Christmas 
movies; just me and my parents, 
nothing super unusual.” Howey- 
er Hayes does bring up a time he 
and his family were very sick and 
weren’t able to hang up a tree. 
“My dad’s drum equipment was 
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Season’s greetings, semester’s farewell 
NECC students discuss how to finish off the fall semester 


sitting in the living room, so we 
draped the lights on them and that 
was our ‘tree’.” As for what to 
do during the end of the semester, 
Hayes simply said, “For the love 
of God, get sleep and get your 
stuff done sooner rather than lat- 
er; and treasure the time you have 
at home.” 

As for NECC student, Xavi- 
er Velez, he also doesn’t see the 
holidays as a reward per say. “I 
see the holidays as a resting pe- 
riod until I have to jump back 
into my next semester; if you see 
rest as a reward then maybe so, 
but I just try and relax during this 


time”, said Velez. Velez cele- 


brates Christmas and says he tries 
to celebrate it with his family as 
much as possible before work- 
ing. “We celebrate the holidays 
pretty traditionally,” adds Velez, 
as he describes having dinner on 
Christmas Eve with the family. 
As for the end of the semester and 
what to do, Velez makes it appar- 
ent to “Beware of deadlines.” He 
talks about the end of the year be- 
ing exciting and how “blinding” 
it can become so it’s crucial to 
have everything on track. “Also, 
life is fun and fast paced but take 
time to enjoy the holidays,” Velez 
adds, “appreciate the family and 
drink some eggnog.” 


Stress control as finals week draws nigh 


By Courtney Casvzzi 
Correspondent 

The end of the semester is 
always a very stressful time for 
college students. Its the time 
where students are getting in any 
work that they may be late on, 
preparing for final tests, giving 
final presentations or working on 
final projects. Although college 
in general can be very stressful 
on a person, the last 2 weeks or 
so are definitely the worst. De- 
pending on how many classes a 
student is taking, the work load 
can feel like its taking over your 
life. A Northern Essex liberal arts 
student, Sheryl Contarino said, “ 


I hate this time of the semester. 
I almost feel like I’m trying to 
do the whole entire class in one 
week. Obviously I’m not, but the 
work load and the stress load just 
makes it seem that way”. 

Some students like to just sit 
down and study for hours on end, 
or sit down and just bang every- 
thing out instantly and get it over 
with. Although everyone is dif- 
ferent and has their own things 
that they like to do, there are 
some common ways to relieve 
stress. According to huffington- 
post.com, one good way to re- 
lieve stress is to exercise. Exer- 
cise helps you focus, it gives you 
additional energy and it releases 


endorphins to make you feel bet- 
ter. A northern essex nursing stu- 
dent, Glorinette Calderone says, 
“ T love to go to the gym and 
exercise. It helps with relieving 
my stress so much, especially 
during finals week. I always try 
to make the time every day to go 
to the gym, even if it’s for a half 
an hour. It is a good break for me 
and I come out of the gym feeling 
like a new person”. 

Another way to relieve stress 
witch may sound a little cliche is 
to just breathe. In moments when 
you feel your stress level is climb- 
ing, take a deep breath for four 
counts, hold it for four counts, 
and exhale for four counts. That 


YWCA shoe drive at NECC 


Unworn and gently used shoes to go to 2 charities 


By Susan LAFortTUuNE 
Correspondent 


On December 4 NECC sent 
students and faculty an email 
making them aware of NECC’s 


sponsorship of the YWCA 
Northeastern Massachusetts’ 
Shoes with Heart campaign 


Starting December 5 through 
January 31 people are encour- 
aged to donate their gently worn 
or new shoes by placing them in 
boxes found on both the Haver- 
hill and Lawrence campus 

For Haverhill, the locations 
will be in the lobby of the sports 
and fitness center and on the sec- 
ond floor of the Spurk building 
just outside the college bookstore 

For Lawrence, the locations 
will be in the lobby of El! Hefni 
and on the third floor of River- 
walk near the public safety desk. 

Shoes with Heart is owned by 
Funds2Orgs., an organization that 
collects the shoes from their part- 
ners where they are then bulked 
and shipped to 25 developing 
countries around the world and 
resold through micro-enterprises 
owned by people living in poverty. 

The details in the email explain 
that the main focus of the shoe 
drive is,“...a hands on curriculum 
project for the YWCA school age 


program children teaching them 
about world poverty, charitable 
giving and micro business.” The 
children will help collect the shoes. 

With events like #GivingTues- 
day, traditionally the Tuesday after 


Thanksgiving and in full swing of 


December “the high point of the 
year for charitable donations, in part 
due to the holiday spirit of giving.” 

Say Jessica Sillers, the 
blog author of 10 things to 
know before you donate 


Jessica also highlights that 
people should research the orga- 
nizations that are looking for do- 
nations and understand what they 
are doing with those donations. 

The YWCA shoe drive contrib- 
utes to two different organizations. 

The first being Funds2Orgs 
that receive payment for selling 
the shoes to “micro-entrepre- 
neurs [that] purchase the shoes 
for pennies on the dollar, often 
on credit, and clean the shoes. 

They then sell the shoes in 
their communities for a profit,” 
according to Shoes with Heart. 

Funds2Orgs operates in Lat- 
in America, West Africa, Hai- 
ti and other peripheral nations. 

The second organization is 


the YWCA and depending on the 
weight of the shoes will receive 
a check from Shoes with Heart. 

The YWCA mission _ state- 
ment is “dedicated to eliminat- 
ing racism, empowering women 
and promoting peace, justice, 
freedom and dignity for all.” 

The YWCA Northeastern Mas- 
sachusetts division includes Haver- 
hill, Lawrence, Lynn and a sum- 
mer camp located in Salem NH. 

They provide emergency 
shelter for low income wom- 
en, domestic violence and sexu- 
al assault help services and have 
a 24 hour rape crisis hotline. 

The details in the NECC email 
also highlight the environmental 
impact of throwing away the “over 
600 million pairs ofshoes” anumber 
they say belongs to the U.S. yearly. 

Another number that belongs 
‘solely’ to the U.S. is 21.2 bil- 
lion, the number of shoes im- 
ported to the U.S per year ac- 
cording to sourcingjournal.com. 

“Not everyone has money to 
spare, but most have at least one pair 
of shoes they can part with.” Says 
Wayne Elsey, CEO of Funds2Orgs. 


is why whenever you would get 
upset when you were younger, 
your parents would always tell 
you, “ take a deep breath”. It 
is known to help calm a person 
down. A northern essex liberal 
arts major Maura Mccarthy said “ 
I am always taking deep breaths. 
Whenever | start to feel myself 
getting overwhelmed I tell my- 
self to take a deep breath and re- 
lax. 9 times out of 10, it works for 
me. It’s something so simple that 
can take you a long way”. 

Lastly, another very important 
key to relieving stress and suc- 
ceeded during finals week is to 
make sure you're getting enough 


PACE 


Sleep will improve the quality 
and retention of studying,even 
though you may have less study 
time. If you start to stay up too 
late studying and not getting 
enough rest, it could actually 
come back and hurt you because 
if you’re not getting enough 
sleep, you’re not as alert as nor- 
mal and you’re mood starts to go 
down when you’re not getting 
enough sleep. Of course, all these 
stress relievers may not work for 
everyone but, they may help you 
get through final week better and 
relieve all the stress that college 
students may have on their shoul- 
ders 


yourself 


Program helps students succeed 


By MELANIE POLANCO 


Correspondent 


As the semester slow- 
ly makes its end, the Pace 
stu- 


program motivates 


here on campus and we 
hope they realize we want 
them to succeed. Our goal 
is also to help them to learn 
to advocate for themselves 


dents to join their program 
for the upcoming semester. 
The pace program helps 
students develop skills for 
their future career. They 
also help you with steps that 
will allow you to transfer to 
a four year college.They 
assist students with schol- 
arships and academic assis- 
tance. The Pace program is 
offered to first-generation 
college students. They of- 
fer workshops up on black- 
board when you decide to 
be apart of the program. 
The workshops include top- 
ics such as “tips on transfer- 
ring” or “Smart borrowing”. 
Mostly life skills that will 
help you in the long-run. 
With these workshops you 
also receive “Pace credit” 
which is credit for taking 
out time and going through 
the workshop. 

Sheila Corsaro who is 
the Pace Academic Advisor 
says “We support students 


later on.” 

Catherine Ramos a grad- 
uated nursing student at 
Northern Essex says “ I’ve 
had friends who have men- 
tioned that the resources 
available are very benefi- 
cial to their advancement 
in their careers. I wish 1 
would’ve done it. 

Luisamaria Cruz a cur- 
rent dental student here at 
Northern Essex also says “I 
think its great that Pace pro- 
gram steps up to the plate 
to help those students who 
need that support system. I 
will definitely be consider- 
ing for next semester.” 

The Pace program is lo- 
cated in both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campus. For 
more information or to be 
apart of the program con- 
tact Pace director Kristen 
Arnold at karnold@necc. 
mass.edu. 
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A free trip for creative minds 
Program opens up MFA to Northern Essex Students 


By Susan LaFortune 
Correspondent 

In September of 2018, The 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston 
received funding from Liz and 
Bob Pozen in part to fund the 
Pozen Community College Ac- 
cess Program. 

This program allows 15 com- 
munity colleges including NECC 
free access to the MFA for a pos- 
sible two years. 

“As long as [Liz and Bob] 
keep donating, it will be avail- 
able,” says Laura Mondt instruc- 
tor and research librarian at the 
Haverhill campus. 

Students will have access to 
the galleries and special exhibi- 
tions including other perks such 
as a 10 percent discount in the 
museum shops and discounted 
tickets to special lectures and 
film screenings. 

Dalia Habib Linssen, head 
of academic engagement at the 


MFA says “the MFA offers col- 
lege students the unique opportu- 
nity to learn from artworks that 
span a range of cultures and time 
periods from ancient to contem- 
porary.” 

Mont says that students only 
“need to have a current student 
ID” to be admitted. They do not 
need to get any special passes 
from the library before hand. 
Students should make sure they 
have the current semester sticker 
on the back of their ID. 

If a student is already regis- 
tered for spring classes they can 
receive a new sticker at the Stu- 
dent One Stop Center. 

Currently, the MFA is show- 
ing the Winnie-the-Pooh exhibit 
until January 6. 

According to the MFA website 
this exhibit requires a patron to 
buy tickets online for a time slot 
to view to the exhibit. The MFA 


did not respond to clarifying if a 
student with a free pass would be 
allowed to view that exhibit or if 
“buying” a ticket, only meant re- 
serving a spot. 

But, with over 450,000 ob- 
jects to view there is plenty to 
experience without seeing all of 
the special exhibits. 

Linssen says, “I’ve found that 
getting out of the classroom to 
teach from original works of art 
sparks student’s curiosity.” 

Liz Kelner Pozen, a psycho- 
analyst with degrees in social 
work, social anthropology and 
cultural anthropology is part of 
the Pozen donation. Liz is also 
an artist and poet, her work has 
been showcased across multiple 
states and although she could 
not be reached for comment, her 
husband Robert C.Pozen says of 
why they donated such a gener- 
ous gift: “The strategic plan of 
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Students will have access to the 
galleries and special exhibitions 


27 


the says it wants to encour- 
age visitors by young adults in 
the greater Boston area. So fund- 
ing free MFA visits by students at 
community colleges seemed like 
an effective way to achieve this 
goal. 

Robert Pozen is currently a 
senior lecturer at the MIT Sloan 
School of Management, former 


president of Fidelity Investments 
and he often writes for the Finan- 
cial Times, The Washington Post, 
and The Wall Street Journal. 

For more information about 
this program, select Museum of 
Fine Arts Institutional Pass Pro- 
gram from the NECC library 
page. Also, refer to the MFA for 
updated information. 


NSLS cultivates leaders at NECC 


National Society of Leadership and Success hosts hands-on practice 


By JosH Moreton 

Correspondent 

The National Society of Lead- 
ership and Success provides op- 
portunities to students to form 
the basis of what it means to be a 
leader and the process to achieve 
individual goals. 

“The purpose of the NSLS is 
to get students to get experience 
with being a leader, practizing 
in the classroom, or in a group,” 
said NECC’S Coordinator of So- 
cial Justice and Student Leader- 
ship Stephanie Haskell, Chapter 
leader of the National society of 
leadership and success (NSLS). 

“From there it is a five-step 
process for the Northern Essex 
chapter, and students are real- 
ly oriented about it, but also at 


leadership training day they kind 
of get to understand more about 
themselves as a leader, and then 
from there they attend broadcasts 
where famous people come to 
share their story, and how they 
got to where they are through 
their life lessons, and afterwards 
they attend success networking 
teams (SNT”s) where they work 
with their peers; and through 
this they work on a goal, and 
any feedback they can get from 
their members, but really it’s just 
a step process where you can be 
more aware of yourself as a lead- 
er and where you can gain skills.” 

Through her lead taking and 
responsibility, Club President 
Kaylee Sarazin found the expe- 


rience to be exciting. “I was so 
overwhelmed honestly, I was ex- 
cited that this is going to be an 
excellent opportunity for me, “ 
she said. “When I met Stephanie, 
I was excited, and then she start- 
ed listing the responsibilities and 
I thought that this sounded like a 
lot, and I don’t know if I can do 
it. But in the end, I found that I 
like leading the chapter group. 
I’m extremely introverted, but 
honestly, I like the work and the 
responsibility of taking the lead 
within my position. “ 

For Haskell this is her first 
semester at Northern Essex with 
leading the chapter and hopes 
to have the group to be “student 
run.” 


Haskell goes on to say “I will 
be here to assist students through 
the process, but I would love 
to see the students booking the 
rooms, and leading the discus- 
sions, and being up front and ask- 
ing questions, and I think right 
now, we are going to get there, 
but we are at the beginning steps, 
so we are actually having stu- 
dents vote to be on the executive 
board for the national society, but 
we are also looking to start a club 
at NECC for NSLS. “ 

According to Haskell, “I’m 
proud of the fact of seeing stu- 
dents that came to orientation 
and didn’t want to share their 
names, but now through the pro- 
cess, more are showing personal 


stories, goals and lessons that 
they have learnt, and they have 
just opened up, and to talk with- 
in a group, so it’s exciting to see 
students develop and I think that 
im proud of the number of stu- 
dents that have stuck through it.” 

“Tt took a lot of piloting” ac- 
cording to Kaylee “so I’m hon- 
estly grateful for all of the groups 
patience. But I’m proud of how 
much progress we are making, 
and I feel as though this is our 
own thing that we get to do with 
student members and build up the 
group and push them to progress 
and achieve their goals. 

“Once | get students inducted, 
then I know that I have accom- 
plished something.” 


State recognizes NECC Early College partnership 


Northern Essex’s Early Col- 
By Ernie GREENSLADE 


NECC Newsroom 


lege partnership with the Law- 
rence Public Schools is one of 
only nine programs across the 
state to receive the official seal 
of approval at the state level. 

The partnership was recent- 
ly granted official designation 
status by the Baker-Polito ad- 
ministration after a rigorous 
one-year selection _ process. 

As a result, the college 
has received a $140,000 
implementation grant. 

Early College programs com- 
bine traditional high school class- 
es with college courses through 
a local public college or univer- 
sity to give high school students 
knowledge and exposure to an 


area of study, while earning up 
to 12 college credits — equiva- 
lent to one semester - for free. 

“Boosting the number of ear- 
ly college programs in the Com- 
monwealth is a priority for our 
administration that will provide 
more students with an opportunity 
to attend and complete college,” 
Governor Charlie Baker said. 

“Exposing high school stu- 
dents to college courses in a 
field that interests them, and of- 
fering college credits at no cost, 
will make the transition to col- 
lege easier and better prepare 
many students for successful ca- 
reers following their education.” 

Programs were selected for 
official designation based on 
five principles: equitable access 
for all students, guided academ- 
ic pathways, enhanced student 


supports, relevant connection to 
career, and deep partnerships be- 
tween high schools, community 
colleges, and state universities. 

In addition to Northern Es- 
sex, Merrimack College’s part- 
nership with Lawrence Public 
Schools was selected as an of- 
ficially designated program. 

Marielis Almanzar, a 2017 
graduate of Lawrence High 
School, was part of the first 
group of students to gradu- 
ate with Early College credits. 

She graduated from high 
school with six college credits, 
and is currently enrolled in the 
Liberal Arts Program: Psychol- 
ogy option at Northern Essex 
with plans to transfer to UMass 
Boston or UMass Amherst af- 
ter earning her associate. degree. 

Almanzar came to Lawrence 


from the Dominican Republic 
as a teenager, speaking no En- 
glish. She spent two years in 
the International Academy at 
Lawrence High School and then 
transferred to the Math, Sci- 
ence, and Technology Academy. 

“Taking college courses in 
high school, better prepared 
me to succeed in college,” she 
says. “This program has helped 
me understand responsibilities 
and how to be a college student. 

“Our Early College pro- 
grams help students like Mari- 
elis to prepare for college-level 
work while they’re still in high 
school,” said Lane Glenn, presi- 
dent of Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College. “We are thrilled 
with this state recognition, which 
confirms we’re on the right track 
and also gives us additional re- 


sources to build the program.” 

Northern Essex currently has 
Early College Programs with 
Lawrence, Haverhill, Whittier 
and Amesbury high schools. This 
semester there were 300 high 
school students receiving college 
credit from Northern Essex by en- 
rolling in Early College Programs 
or other high school partnerships. 

“We expect to have 300 
students in the spring and an 
additional 30 students in the 
summer session,” said Noemi 
Custodia-Lora, who as vice pres- 
ident of Lawrence Campus & 
community relations oversees 
K-12 programs for the college. 

For more information, con- 


tact NECC’s PK-12, pki2@ 
necc.mass.edu. or 978 659- 
1235 or visit the website. 
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‘A Christmas Carol returns 
Popular production once again staged at NECC’’ Hawrylciw Theater 


By Kitty BROADHURST 
NECC Newsroom 


Once again, Northern Essex 
Community College  present- 
ed the Charles Dickens’ clas- 
sic “A Christmas Carol” in the 
Chester Hawrylciw Theater. 

This year’s performance took 
place the weekend of Dec. 7-9. 

Ebenezer Scrooge, the Ghost 
of Christmas Past, the Cratchit 
Family, and all other Dickens 
characters once again came to life 
in this year’s play, adding fun and 
tradition to the holiday season. 

A special feature of this pro- 
duction is the four madrigal sing- 
ers who appear throughout the 
play singing traditional carols. 

NECC music professor Ali- 
sa Bucchiere led the madrigals. 

Bucchiere of Merrimac di- 
rected the production along with 
John Budzyna of Newburyport. 
Actor and director Tom What- 
ely of North Berwick, Maine 
played the role of Scrooge. 

Whateley will celebrate his 
47th year in theater this year, 
having worked at the Carou- 
sel Dinner Theater in Ohio, The 
Shawnee Playhouse in Penn- 
sylvania, and Nick’s Comedy 
Stop in Boston, and The Coo- 
perstown Theater Festival in up- 
state New York, to name some. 

He also directed several shows 
including the 2014 World Pre- 
miere of a new Christian Rock Op- 
era the Bus Stop Atheist at Merrill 
Auditorium in Portland, Maine. 

The NECC production was 
originally presented as a one-time 
fundraiser for the performing arts 
department by now retired hus- 
band and wife NECC Professors 
Jim Murphy and Susan Sanders. 

The play was so successful, 
it became an NECC community 
event each holiday season with fac- 
ulty, staff, students, and their fam- 
ily members auditioning for roles. 

The cast includes: 


Massachusetts: 
Amesbury 


Patrick Doherty: Dick Wilkins 


Patrick Doherty: Christmas 


Future 
Mary Everett: Old Josephine 
Boxford 


Noah Greenstein: Belle’s hus- 
band, Guest 2 


Haverhill 
Lincoln Bohanan: Peter 
Kairi Bohanan: Martha 
Melina Bohanan: Tiny Tim 
Lincoln Bohanan: Peter 
Merrimac 


Bucchiere: 
Singer 


Alisa Madrigal 


Dan Smith: Young Scrooge 
Alicia Smith: Belle 
Newburyport 
John Budzyna: Jacob Marley 
Tewksbury 
Chip Bliss: Madrigal Singer 
Maine 
North Berwick 


Tom Whateley: Ebenezer 


Scrooge 


New Hampshire 
East Hampstead 


Maureen Dadekian, Mrs. Fez- 


Courtesy photo 


Tom Whateley of North Berwick, Maine, played “Scrooge” in this year’s production of A 
Christmas Carol. 


Sarah Courchesne: Mrs. 


Cratchitt 


ziwig, Maid Geehae Moon: Madrigal Sing- 
er, Guest 1 
East Kingston 
Exeter Plaistow 
Malcolm Courchesne: Young 
Ebenezer Reilly Mayo: Fan Olivia Buckley: Christmas 
Past 
Simon Courchesne: Ignorance Newton 


Todd Buckley: Fezziwig 


Chamber ensembles to perform winter concert 


Musicians to offer seasonal selections 


By ELLEN SMALL-Davis 
NECC Newsroom 


The Northern Essex Community College Chamber Ensembles 


will perform a winter concert on Thursday, Dec. 13,at7 p.m. inthe 
Hartleb Technology Centeronthe Haverhillcampus, 100 ElliottSt. 
Music selections for the evening include the works 
of Dave Brubeck, Vince Guaraldi, and Keith Jarrett. T 
he ensembles will perform under the direction of Christina 
Dietrich, NECC music professor and David Garcia, associate 
professor of music and coordinator of the NECC music program. 
Sponsored by the Northern Essex music  pro- 
gram, this event is free and open to the public. 
For additional information contact cdiet- 
rich@necc.mass.edu or dgarcia@necc.mass.edu 
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Arts & Design endangerment 
Could the Arts & Design major disappear from campus? 


By Aaron LEHNER 
Campus Life Editor 

With budget cuts to public in- 
stitutions occuring in the past few 
years, arts programs all over the 
nation have been the first to suf- 
fer. According to a professor of 
NECC, The Arts & Design pro- 
gram has approximately 111 stu- 
dents enrolled. With the removal 
of the Theater and Dance majors, 
this has left students of the art and 
design program concerned. Which 
raises the question of could this 
program be cut in the future? 

Professor Bryan Ward has been 
teaching Art & Design at NECC 
since 1999, and has been an in- 
tegral part in helping develop to 
program throughout the years. 
“NECC is the only school in the 
area that offers photography, vid- 
eo, and graphic design at an af- 
fordable rate.” says Ward. “Law- 
rence and Haverhill are booming 
art communities, but they need 
someplace to go if students de- 
cide to study [arts] academical- 
ly.%,According to Ward, the Arts 
and Design major takes up about 
15% of the student body, and rose 
by 7% this year. “It saddens me to 


Digital Imaging work by current NECC Art 
major Wilfred Acosta 


Pa BE 


Photographic work by NECC student PJ Abdoo 


see what we have rebuilt over the 
years being dismantled.” 

Many students are required to 
take an arts class to complete their 
majors, whether they are art ma- 
jors or they need to fill out an elec- 
tive. According to art students, 
there are less art classes being of- 
fered to them at a less consistent 
rate. Classes may be offered once 
a year or be dropped altogether, 
causing change to required class- 
es to complete the major. It is then 
they are forced to take alternative 
classes to fulfill credits that they 
oftentimes don’t need for transfer. 

“T think that art classes should 
be open to anyone who wants to 
take them. You need a well-round- 
ed education, and you never know 
where people’s ideas can come 
from to benefit the future.” says 
Michael Penta, a Computer and 
Information Science Professor. 

“The options that students have 
[here] is limited and it makes no 
sense.” says Reniel Fanini, an Arts 
& Design major. Fanini intends 
to utilize his degree at NECC to 
become an architect. However he 
has found that since starting, the 


WA 


faculty is pushing him to continue 
his education at Northern Vermont 
University. “My professor asked 
me if I wanted to do a partner- 
ship with NVU which is pushing 
Graphic Design onto other art stu- 
dents. That is not what I want to 
do.” 

“Vermont is going to find a way 
to cater to the students here.” says 
Penta. 

“Students save money by 
studying arts at NECC because 
they cannot afford to go to uni- 
versities. There is also the issue of 
commuting for students who don’t 
have a car. Schools like Middlesex 
Community College is really far 
for a lot of people.” says Ariana 
Caraballo- Sanchez, another Arts 
& Design Major. 

Within the past few years 
Lawrence and Haverhill has had 
what can be described as an “art 
renaissance”. Community organi- 
zations, such as Elevated Thought 
in Lawrence, cater to children and 
teenagers in the area promoting 
social justice, beautification proj- 
ects, and more. They have made 
several appearances at NECC, 
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“Tt saddens me to see what we have re- 
built over the years being dismantled.” 
- Bryan “Biff Ward 


2-D foundations work by NECC Art majo 
Peter Calhay 


promoting their work to students 
to inspire them. 

“Programs like Elevated 
Thought show that there is an art 
community within lower class ar- 
eas.” says Ward. 

Throughout the entire month 
of November, the arts room in 
the library held a photography 
showcase for photographer Lloyd 
Ziff who has worked with several 
newspapers and magazines such 
as Rolling Stone. 

However for many students this 
news has seemed to fly right by 
them. Ziff’s photography show- 
case was advertised on the electric 
board at the main entrance of the 
campus. There were also press re- 
leases and emails sent out across 
the school, and even the NECC 
Observer did a coverage. Despite 
all of that, it did not get people’s 
attention. 

“If my professor Mark Mann- 
heimer hadn’t told me about Ziff, I 
wouldn’t have known about him.” 
says Luke Lustenberger an Arts & 
Design major. “The school relies 
on its students to advertise these 
things, and the events usually take 


place a weird day when there’s not 
that many students on campus.” 

“T think the school needs to 
start getting more involved with 
high school students to promote 
their arts programs, that is the best 
way they can gain future NECC 
students.” says Carabello- San- 
chez. 

“Lots of our students in the 
past have gotten into top schools 
around the nation. One student 
even got a job with Reebok.” says 
Ward. 

Ward has created an instagram 
page profiling current students and 
alumni work. Within the first week 
of its creation, it had garnered 
more than 270 followers. 

“The page is linked with the 
Essex community, art organiza- 
tions, and professors at other col- 
leges. People see it, and they know 
that we are active.” says Ward. 

To follow and support the Arts 
& Design program, you can fol- 
low them on Instagram @necca- 
rtdesign. 

All photos from neccartdesign 
Instagram page. 


Abstracted digital image of Lawrence MA creat- 
ed by NECC graduate Deyaniera Claudio before 
transfering to NVU 


Digital Imaging work by current NECC Art major Wifred Acosta 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 
: 978-556-3027 : : 
_observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Freshmen take on finals 
Students speak about their first finals week 


By MarieLLtA MENDEZ 


Features Editor 

This year, Northern Essex has 
made an effort to engage its stu- 
dents and find helpful and acces- 
sible ways for them to study. 

Advertisements for the “Late 
Knight Study Session” were 
posted all over campus as well 
as advertised by professors and 
emailed to students. 

Not only does this provide a 
space for students to go study 
but it will motivate them to do 
so as well. 

Many students do take it 
upon themselves in committing 
their time to study. 

However for freshmen, this 
task is a little more difficult and 
affects them in different ways 


than second year students as 
they’re still figuring out how to 
manage time. 

Freshman Jaylin Torres is a 
19 year old human resources 
major and shared her experienc- 
es of her first “finals week.” 

She says, “Finals week is 
going okay considering it is my 
first year. I wasn’t expecting it to 
be this stressful but I have been 
preparing myself little by little.” 

Torres said she was aware 
of the study session hosted by 
NECC, and has seen it posted 
almost everywhere. 

Unfortunately she is unable 
to attend this time around but 
said, “I will take advantage and 


try to go someday.” 

Torres also explained that she 
usually studies at home because 
it is convenient but admitted 
that, “the library is better be- 
cause I get less distracted.” 

Evanna Antypas 18, is a 
Graphic Design major and kind- 
ly shared her experience as a 
freshman. 

She says, “it’s a little frus- 
trating with all the work that is 
cramped up for this week, espe- 
cially for an art major because 
most of them are projects that 
take longer than a week to fin- 
ish.” 

The anticipation of this week 
is just as Antypas expected say- 


ra 


ing, “I’ve been preparing my- 
self by clocking in more time 
at the library and doing more at 
home.” Antypas wasn’t aware of 
the study session but expressed 
interest in showing up to finish 
projects, considering she’s been 
spending a lot of her time at the 
library completing things that 
she can’t at home. 

Freshman Alexis Deleon 18, 
a business major, says, “I’m not 
as nervous for finals as I thought 
I'd be.” Deleon is currently en- 
rolled in two classes and says 
that she doesn’t have to dedicate 
as much preparation time as oth- 


ers. 
She admitted that her busy 


schedule would restrict her from 
attending a study session and 
that she usually studies at home. 

Samuel Karagiorgos 18, a 
Business Transfer major, ex- 
plains that his first finals week 
is “pretty light” and is less than 
he expected “due to less time in 
class.” Karagiorgos is preparing 
for finals by reviewing and re- 
reading chapters and completing 
all his work. 

He mentioned that he was 
aware of the study session but 
isn’t able to attend this semes- 
ter, and that he schedules times 
to study at home. “In the future 
I would consider taking the op- 
portunity for the study sessions.” 


Drink table at the Student Center during the Late Knight Study Ses- 


sion 


Photo by Mariella Mendez 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Photo by Mariella Mendez 


Pizza and snack table at the student center during the Late Knight Study 
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Campus Culture Podcast takes NECC by storm 


Dynamic trio takes to the air to talk Northern Essex 


By Anpy MonrTILLa 


Correspondent 
From podcast _ episodes 
to open mic nights, NECC’s 
Campus Culture Podcast 
is giving students a _ voice. 
Made up of three mem- 
bers, this podcast wreck- 
ing crew was established in 
the Spring semester of 2018. 
President of the group; Aman- 
da Torres says their goal was to 
“put forth a different kind of 
aspect on campus” in regards 
to the other clubs at NECC. 
Torres points out how 
there was not a club on cam- 
pus that captured the student 
body’s interest as a whole. 


“We like to discuss local 
news, Hip-Hop and keep our 
followers updated on our so- 
cial media with new music and 
events we host at Northern Es- 
sex or might be attending in the 
Merrimack Valley,” said Torres. 

Thursday, November 
29th was the podcast’s first 
Open Mic night at NECC. 

In attempts to make this a 
recurring event, Zack Deveau 
a second member of the pod- 
cast talks about how the Open 
Mic night is a milestone for the 
group. “We finally have the plat- 
form and space available to give 
local artists from the school and 
the community some exposure.” 


Raul Eduardo Gonzalez Zemora, rapping/performing. 


One of the talents Deveau 
is referring to, is pen tap- 
ping sensation and NECC 
Music major; Lennie Simo. 

Coming off of an MTV ap- 
pearance on the comedic show 
“Ridiculousness,” Simo had the 
Open Mic audience in awe due 
to how fast he could tap his pens 
and how well he could mim- 
ic a well known instrumental. 

Fun fact about Simo, he re- 
cently auditioned for “Amer- 
ica’s Got Talent,” so keep an 
eye out for him on next season. 

Third member of the Cam- 
pus Culture Podcast and home- 
grown, Open Mic night, tal- 
ent Raul Eduardo Gonzalez 


Photo byAndy Montilla 


Lennie Simo pen tapping and Savion Rosa, first year business major rapping/performing, 


Zemora talked about how the 
Open Mic night came about 
and why it is so important. 

“We’re in a location [Merri- 
mack Valley] where there is so 
much talent and there’s not really 
a platform where people can go 
to express themselves,” he said. 

Zemora, a rapper, talks about 
how -important and a must this 
podcast was to all three members. 

“We’re going to give it to you 
real. That’s how this started, a 
couple of friends wanting to get 
together to help people express 
themselves and help individuals 
be proud of the artist they are 
and were meant to be,” he said. . 

With such a positive attitude 


and message, the Campus Cul- 
ture Podcast is not only worth 
a listen but a follow on their 
social media accounts as well. 

Their podcast episodes are up 
now on the HC Media website. 

To reach out to any of the 
members or to stay informed 
for their next event, they can 
be followed on their Instagram 
account: campus_culture101. 

The Campus Culture Podcast 
members hope to have many 
more Open Mic nights to come 
but also hope that the podcast as- 
pect stays relevant long after all 
members have graduated NECC. 


Photo by Andy Montilla 


Campus Culture Podcast members (Left to Right): Zack 
Deveau, Amanda Torres, Raul Eduardo Gonzalez Zemora 


Photo by Andy Montilla 
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Three teams added to Athletics program 


Men's Soccer and Women’s Basketball to come back and eSports to debut 


By Carney WOELFEL 

Sports Editor 

NECC has announced that 
three new teams have been added 
to the athletic program for 2019- 
2020. Two sports teams that were 
once removed have been added 
to the athletic department, Men’s 
Soccer and Women’s basketball. 
Joining the list of other schools 
across the nation NECC has add- 
ed an eSports program. (See re- 
lated story on page 11.) 

Both Men’s soccer and Wom- 
en’s basketball will be competing 
in NJCAA Region XXI becoming 
the 10th institution Men’s soccer 
team in the region and 12th Wom- 
en’s basketball in the region. 

The eSports team will be 
competing against other college 
teams in (NACE) National As- 
sociation of Collegiate eSports. 
“We are excited about bringing 
both men’s soccer and women’s 
basketball back to the college. 


Sa hg ikedinca}’:~soaek at cole aa eel 


Every four years the World Cup comes, 
and everyone is a fan -Anthony Domingo 


The addition of eSports will open 
an entire world of college athlet- 
ics for gamers here at NECC,” 
Athletic Director Dan Blair stat- 
ed in a press release: “We look 
forward to competing at a high 
level and allowing more stu- 
dents to succeed both academi- 
cally and athletically while they 
pursue their degrees.” Since the 
arrival of Blair to the Athletic 
Department, he has helped more 
students come to the program in 
recent years. “Since the addition 
of the golf program for the 2018- 


2019 academic year and growth 
in all NECC’s athletic programs, 
the college has nearly doubled its 
student-athlete population since 
the start of the 2016-17 academic 
year from 43 to 90 athletes,” the 
press release said. 

The last time NECC had a 
soccer program it was in the mid 
1990’s, Since the popularity of 
American Soccer and the MLS, 
soccer has become part of the 
major sports in the United States. 
United States soccer has grown 
since recent years, the World 


Cup that comes every four years 
is a big-time’event for the entire 
world. Former NECC student An- 
thony Domingo said, “Every four 
years the World Cup comes, and 
everyone is a fan.” Soccer has 
been well known in many Euro- 
pean countries where its known 
as “football” with the talents of 
Neymar, Cristiano Ronaldo, and 
Lionel Messi. These are just some 
names that are well known in the 
“Soccer verse.” With the recent 
arrival of Christian Pulisic who 
is known to be one of the better 
United States players soccer has 
been a country-wide sport. Do- 
mingo also stated that “Learning 
the rules helps you understand 
the game, like every sport its dif- 
ferent.” With this sport coming to 
the school, many more students 
will be joining the program. 

The Women’s basketball pro- 


Knights Basketball Schedule 


January 
Tue..15 
Thu. 17 
Sat. 19 
Tue. 22 
Sat. 26 
Tue. 29 
February 
Sat. 2 


cue.5 
Thu. 7 
Sat. 9 
Tue. 12 
Sat. 16 


Tue. 19 


Bristol Community College 


Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technology 
at Quincy College 
Massasoit Community College 

at Community College of Rhode Island 

at Gateway Community College - CT 

at Roxbury Community College 
Springfield Technical Community College 
at Holyoke Community College 
Quinsigamond Community College 


University of Connecticut at Avery Point 


at Bunker Hill Community College 


MassBay Community College 


6:00 PM 
4:00 PM 
1:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
1:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
1:00 PM 
TBA 

6:00 PM 
1:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
1:00 PM 


6:00 PM 


gram previously had numerous 
achievements, two of them be- 
coming champions in the NJCAA 
Region XXI in 1994 and 2001. 
Haverhill women’s _ basketball 
has become an interest in the area 
since its rise in the 90’s. Women’s 
basketball shows that NECC is 
diverse with all its programs. The 
last time there was a team was in 
2012. A coach has not been found 
yet for the team. 

Coaching searches are under- 
way for the soccer and basketball 
programs, the press release said. 

According to the press re- 
lease, NECC alum and nationally 
ranked Fortnite gamer RJ War- 
nock will lead the eSports pro- 
gram as its first coach. 

Warnock, of North Reading, 
played baseball for Northern Es- 
sex before transferring in 2013, 
the press release said. 


() observer.necc.mass.edu @theneccobserver 


By JArITzZA HALGO 
Correspondent 


NECC will have a varsity eS- 
ports program for the first time. 
The eSports team will be join- 
ing the athletic programs for the 
2019-20 academic year. 

ESports are a multiplayer vid- 
eo game played competitively 
for spectators, typically by pro- 
fessional gamers. 

Other colleges already have 
joined the eSports mania and are 
offering scholarships for their 
varsity eSports team. NECC 
will be competing against other 
colleges and universities, join 
eSsports tournaments/champion- 
ships jn large arenas and partic- 


ipate in other events regarding 
eSports. 

Dan Blair, Director of Athlet- 
ics said, “We are excited to get in 
the action of eSports and to pro- 
vide it for interested students.” 

Interested students can join or 
apply online and fill out a form 
or by going to the Athletics De- 
partment. 

As of now there is not a limit 
on how many students can join 
the eSports team; 

Blair said “there is no limit, as 
of now we have an open roster” 
Blair also added that the amount 
of players allowed to play at the 


a a i= 


like to play video games, but I don’t have the time, I 


am not one that goes home and starts playing games. 


- Alfredo Tejada 
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same time in a team depends on 
the game, “sometimes games can 
have four player or eight players 
in a team” Blair said. 

According to a press release, 
NECC alum and _ nationally 
ranked Fortnite gamer RJ War- 
nock will lead the eSports pro- 
gram as its first coach. 

Warnock, of North Reading, 
played baseball for Northern Es- 
sex before transferring in 2013, 
the press release said. 

eSports has one of the fastest 
growing fan bases in pro sports. 

eSports are estimated to make 
276 million dollars by the year 
2022. 

Alfredo Tejada 20, said he 
did not know NECC was making 
a varsity eSports team, but would 
be interested in trying it out. 

Tejada said “I like to play 
video games, but I don’t have 
the time, I am not one that goes 
home and starts playing games. I 
like to play 2K, if that was an op- 


[Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


eSports program to debut 
Varsity eSports team coming to NECC in 2019 


I would definitely join, I haven’t really tried 
gaming tournament 


-Jason Batista 


SL se at ee 


tion, I would be really interested 
in joining.” 

Jason Batista 24 said “Yes! I 
would definitely join, I haven’t 
really tried gaming tournament 
wise, so I would definitely join 
for that experience, and to con- 
nect with people that share a 
common interest in gaming like 
me. 


“T feel like not a lot of peo- 
ple are able to connect in college 
because we are just going class- 
room to classroom, and I would 
join it for that reason as well.” 

For more information visit the 
Athletci Department or vist the 
department’s website at www. 
neccknights.com. 


Bruins and Celtics: Make or Break 


Both teams are above .500 


By Carney WOELFEL 
Sports Editor 


Boston’s Celtics and Bruins 
are starting to produce, after hav- 
ing a rough start of the season. 
Both teams are above .500. And 
both teams have lost 10 games. 
Each team has time since the half- 
way point isn’t until next year in 
January. Last season they made 
it to the playoffs but were elimi- 
nated in the end. This two are the 
minor teams compared to the Red 
Sox and the Patriots, though they 
have each raised a banner in the 
2000’s. They have the potential to 


raise more, their team chemistry 
is off the charts, but they are un- 
able to perform. 

The Celtics are 15-10 and 
are sitting in fifth in the Eastern 
Conference, you would think 
that with the departure of Lebron 
James to the Western Conference 
it would make the Celtics the 
top dog. With their recent win 
streak, they are moving up in the 
standings and they have begun 
outscoring their opponents with 
a hefty margin. Recently they 


Reem ee ree ee 


Playing in the city of Boston is tough, 
than fans like myself expect you to win 
games. 


Re eee 


beat the Chicago bulls 133-77. 
Through previous games they 
have scored more than 100 points 
which is something you at least 
should accomplish if you want 
to win games in the NBA. Their 
starting five is one big unit, their 
motto is that they don’t have one 
superstar, the whole team is the 
superstar. In recent games Gor- 
don Hayward has been coming 
off the bench and has been per- 
forming. To win championships 
your starting five and bench need 
to make big plays. The team has 
a rough schedule the next coming 
weeks but I’m sure they will pro- 
duce. 

The Bruins have had a tough 
year, they lost one of the best 
goaltender in the NHL to a fam- 
ily matter and they were losing 
games, but once Tuukka returned 
he was out performing but his de- 
fense wasn’t contributing, plenty 
of the defenseman went down to 
injury, (Charlie McAvoy, Zde- 


It’s a new season we must watch what 
happens in the end. 


Sees 


no Chara, Kevan Miller, etc.). It 
also doesn’t help that they traded 
away Adam Mcquaid to their ri- 
vals the New York Rangers. The 
team is eleven points behind the 
leader the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
but in recent games they have a 
nice little streak of two previously 
beating the Toronto Maple Leafs 
6-3 and the Ottawa Senators 2-1 
in overtime. If this team wants 
to make a heavy playoff push 
this year they must show it, they 
have to have their young skaters 
produce because they can’t keep 


relying on Patrice Bergeron and 
Zdeno Chara. 

It’s December and for the 
NBA and NHL this is the spot 
where everything gets tough for 
the teams, each team has a young 
core that must produce because 
during this part of the season this 
is where you make it or you break 
it. Playing in the city of Boston 
is tough, the fans like myself ex- 
pect you to win games, hence the 
name “City of Champions”. It’s 
a new season and we must watch 
what happens in the end. 


—~ 
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Time to hit the slopes 


Athletic Department to host ski and snowboard trip in January 


By Bryce GRANT 
Correspondent 


The Athletic Department will 
be hosting their annual ski and 
snowboard trip on Thursday Jan 
10, 2019 offered only to NECC 
students, staff, and faculty. 

The destination is Ragged 
Mountain in Andover, NH. 

The deadline to sign up 
and pay is Jan 3 at noon. 

This trip can  ac- 
commodate participants from 
beginners and avid _ skiers/ 
boarders, according to an an- 
nouncement from the department. 

If participants already have 
their own equipment, the cost is 
$30. If they’Il need to rent equip- 
ment, the cost goes up to $60, 
according to the department. 

The announcment said that in 
addition to renting equipment, 
if participants would like to 
have a lesson in either skiing or 
snowboarding on the mountain, 
the cost is $100. This includes 
a lift ticket and transportation 
to the slopes. A valid NECC ID 


is required at time of purchase. 
Students must be registered for 
the spring semester classes in 
order to participate. Tickets are 
available for sale in room D104 
in the Sport & Fitness Center. 
Samantha Sevastis, crimi- 
nal justice major, says “I think 
it’s really cool the Athletics De- 
partment puts on trips like this. 
I know a lot of students snow- 
board and it’s pretty cheap so 
they should take advantage of it.” 
The Athletics Department 
has organized numerous ac- 
tivities in the past, including 
white water rafting, canoe and 
kayak trips, paintball, laser 
tag, and attending Boston pro- 
fessional sports team games. 
Most of the trips and ac- 
tivities are brought about 
through student suggestions. 
In addition to the ski trip in 
January, The Athletics Depart- 
ment is also organizing their 
third visit to Boda Borg in Mal- 


LET US HELP YOU 
FINISH WHAT 
YOU'VE STARTED 


I think it’s really really the Athletics Department puts on trips 
- Samantha Sevastis 


like this...” 


Criminal Justice major 
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den on Wednesday Jan 16, 2019. 
The cost will be $25 per per- 
son and again will include trans- 
portation, according to an an- 
nouncment from the department. 
Many of the same rules ap- 
ply when purchasing a ticket. 
Wednesday, Jan 9 is 
the last day to sign up to 
participate in the quest. 
“lve been to Boda Borg 
twice and it’s a great time. If 


vVvvvv 


of Piz 


you’ve never been, this is your 
chance to go” says Christo- 
pher Berberian, business major. 

Assistant Athletic Direc- 
tor, Maureen Saliba, heads 
all of these amazing trips. 

Saliba says “It’s nice to able 
to offer things to people to get 
them to try new things and meet 
new people as well. It gets them 
trying stuff at a cheaper rate, 
especially going with a large 


Communication 
Philosophy 
Religious and Theological Studies 
Sociology 

» Minor in Business 


* Psychology 


: p MERRIMACK COLLEGE 


group, they’re more willing to 
participate. To be able to intro- 
duce that to people, I loye it”. 

The department is very con- 
scious of including students 
from all backgrounds, organiz- 
ing trips at low costs and desti- 
nations that are close to home. 

Please email Maureen 
Saliba at eet 
mass.edu for more informa- 
tion on any upcoming trips. 


EARN YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
IN AS LITTLE AS 24 MONTHS. 
APPLY TO GET STARTED IN JANUARY! 


* Evening, weekend and hybrid courses 


* Scholarships and financial aid 
¢ Everything you need to succeed 


EVENING BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMS: 
¢ Business Administration 
* Child, Family and Community Studies 
¢ Liberal Arts with Concentrations in: 


professionalstudies@merrimack.edu 
www.merrimack.edu/24months 
978-837-5484 


